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[Title Of The Invention] 

Method And Apparatus For Personal Product Trading Agency 

[Abstract] 

[Objective] 

It is one objective of the present invention to permit 
users, both purchasers and vendors, to equally participate 
in a trading transaction, to enable the selection of 
products to be narrowed down in accordance with conditions, 
and to ensure the privacy of the users . 
[Means For Resolution] 

Product information for a desired product to be 
purchased, and a model name; purchase information, 
including a purchase condition, a desired purchase price, 
the name the address and the e-mail address of a purchaser; 
product information, for a desired product to be sold, and 
a model name; and sales information, including a sales 
condition, a desired sales price, and the name, the address 
and the e-mail address of a vendor, are registered on a 
magnetic disk. When purchase information is entered, the 
sales information registered in advance is searched in 
order to provide a product list for the user which includes 
information matching the sale condition, except for 
information concerning the vendor. The user selects a 
desired product, and obtains information, such as the name, 
the address, the contact location and the e-mail address of 
the person who registered the product. The user then 
contacts the vendor and initiates the trading transaction. 



[0020] 

Fig. 4 is a flowchart for the processing performed 
when a user purchases a product. 
[0021] 

In the product purchase processing for the personal 
product trading agency apparatus in this embodiment, as is 
shown in E;ig. 4, first , product purchase information is 
received from the user terminal 101 (step 401). The 
product purchase information may be, for example, the 
product name, "sweater", the size, "M", the color, "red", 
and other information, "V-neck style". The purchase 
conditions are price, "1500", area, "Yokohama", and others, 
including "hand delivery available". The information for 
the purchaser is the user's name, "Kikuchi", address, 
"Yokohama-shi" , and telephone number, "045-123-4567", and 
e-mail address , "kikuchi@ . . " . 
[0022] 

The product purchase information processor 111 
searches the sale product information storage device 122 
using the product name, "sweater", as a key for the 
received product purchase information, and prepares a list 
of products wherein the sales condition 302 matches the 
purchase condition (step 402). As is shown in Fig. 6, the 
product list includes entries for the product name, the 
size, the color and others in the sale product information, 
and the price, the area and others in the sales condition. 
The product list does not include the name, the address, 



and the telephone number and the e-mail address for the 
vendor. It should be noted that not only the product for 
which the purchase and sales conditions completely match , 
but also the product for which the two conditions partly 
match may be included in the product list. 
[0023] 

Following this, when the product matching the 
condition is present (step 403), the product list is 
transmitted to the user terminal 101 (step 404). 
[0024] 

When, at step 403, as a result of the search no 
product is found that matches the condition, program 
control is shifted to step 408. 
[0025] 

The user refers to the product list displayed on the 
user terminal 101, and either enters a product number 601 
or a message that there is no desired product (step 405). 
[0026] 

When a product is selected, product information for 
the selected product and information for the registered 
person are transmitted, based on the registered number of 
the product (step 406). And as is shown in Fig. 7, the 
product information and the vendor information consist of 
entries, for the product, of the size, the color and 
others, in the sales product information, and the name, the 
address, and the telephone number and the e-mail address in 
the sales information. 
[0027] 



When, at step 405, a message is entered that there is 
no desired product , program control is shifted to step 408. 
[0028] 

E-mail, including purchaser information, is 
transmitted to a person who registered a selected product 
(step 407). And among the product purchase information 
received from the user terminal 101 at step 401, are 
entries for the name, the address, and the telephone number 
and the e-mail address in the purchaser information 203, 
which are used to prepare the purchaser information. 
Further, the mail address entered in the mail address 
column of the selected sales product information is 
employed to transmit e-mail to the person registering the 
product . 
[0029] 

When a product that matches the condition is not found 
at step 403, or when at step 405 the user enters a message 
that there is no desired product, the product purchase 
information is stored in the product purchase information 
storage device 121. 



